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will regain her light. In their absence, boycott of foreign cloth can-
not be undertaken or, if undertaken, cannot be kept up. We seek
mill-owners' help, we need the goodwill of importers of foreign
cloth, but ultimately we have to rely upon ourselves. If we are
sincere, the whole world is sincere. Nobody can ever cheat a
sincere person. Hence, every one of us should boycott foreign
cloth and engage himself in one or other process of cloth-making.
These, then, are the essential conditions for securing the release
of the Ali Brothers. There are three of them but ultimately they
are reducible to one, namely, swadeshi, since the first two are
implied in it. Strict implementation of swadeshi will lead to swaraj
and the first task of the sovereign parliament under swaraj will be
to demand the release of the Ali Brothers and all others arrested
for non-co-operation.
These are the conditions which apply equally to Hindus and
Muslims.
If the Hindus do not understand the real spirit of their Hindu-
ism, India will never get swaraj. It seems possible to me that
the Khilafat issue may be settled without untouchability having
disappeared, but unless it disappears we shall never get swaraj.
If 22 crore Hindus suppress a fifth. of themselves, it will not be
swaraj, it will be Ravanarajya, it will not be dharma but the opposite
of it. I am writing this article from Kumbakonam1 in Madras
Presidency. The town is well-known for its temples and it has
learned Dravidians among its residents. The Brahmins of the
place, however, feel themselves polluted if the shadow of a Bhangi
falls on them! The Bhangi may even get a good beating, will
certainly be visited with a torrent of abuse. The Dyerism of un-
touchability is nowhere else so rampant as in Madras. How dare
an untouchable ever think of entering streets inhabitated by
Brahmins! The untouchables are deliberately kept ignorant. If
an animal becomes sick, someone may attend to it, but an un-
touchable has God alone to protect him. The groans of innocent
untouchables, are sufficient to keep swaraj away from us. In
Madras Presidency, this problem is assuming an alarming character
day by day. There is deep hostility between untouchable labourers
and the rest and on occasion they even fight with one another.
Love for untouchables, brotherly behaviour towards them and re-
fusal to treat their touch as polluting will not only bring swaraj
but also regenerate Hinduism. Hindus, who look upon cow-pro-
tection as a sacred duty, must not forsake the untouchables. We
1 Gandhiji was in Kumbakonam on September 18, 1921.